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MDE Assessment Requirements

MCA or MTAS Assessment

• All public school students participate in statewide assessments

• English learners must take a standards-based accountability assessment in eligible 
grades: 3-8, 10 & 11

ACCESS for ELL or Alternate ACCESS for ELL

• All English learners in grades K–12 must take the ACCESS or Alternate ACCESS



Accommodations, Supports and English 
Learner Considerations

It is important to clarify the role of  supports and 
accommodations in these decisions when considering how 
students will participate in assessments. Supports and 
accommodations do not change the construct intended to 
be measured by the assessment or the integrity of  test 
results.



Key 2019-20 Testing Dates
ACCESS / Alt. ACCESS

• 12/13 – Testing numbers submission due
Initial* Paper Accommodations order due

• 12/18 – Initial MARSS precode loaded

• 1/18-19 – Initial Materials delivered to buildings

• 1/27 – Test window opens
Before testing begins:
-All test administrator training completed 
-Accommodations defined in IEP/504 & provided to 
BAC and/or DAC

• 3/20 – Test window closes
MDE material return to DAC deadline

• 5/18 – Early student-level results available in Test WES

• 8/20 – Student reports arrive in district

MCA / MTAS
• 1/17 – Initial** ordering deadline for MTAS & MCA 

accommodated materials

• 2/24 – MTAS LCI data entry opens in PearsonAccess Next 

• 2/27-28 – Initial Materials delivered to buildings

• 3/2 – Test window opens
Before testing begins:
-All test administrator training completed 
-Accommodations defined in IEP/504 & provided to 
BAC and/or DAC 

• 5/1 – Test window closes
MCA paper and MTAS material return to DAC deadline

• 5/8 – MCA Science test window closes

• 6/24 – Final (embargoed) district/school results available

• 8/20 – Student reports arrive in district

* Additional ACCESS/Alt. orders can be placed between 1/17 and 3/13.  
Please allow minimum of  2 business days for material delivery.

** Additional MCA/MTAS orders can be placed between 2/27 and 4/28.  
Please allow minimum of  2 business days for material delivery.



Key Definitions
• Supports are features or practices available for all students that tailor the testing experience based 

on student needs or preferences. Supports include online tools and accessibility features available in 
online assessments and general test-taking practices. The use of  a support may remove the need for 
an accommodation, depending on the student’s disability; supports may also be provided along with 
accommodations and linguistic supports. 

• Linguistic supports are available for students who are identified as English learners in MARSS. 
These linguistic supports are different from the supports that are available to all students because they 
are specific to the needs of  English learners on standards-based accountability assessments. 

• Accommodations are changes in the way that a test is administered which reduce or eliminate the 
effects of  a disability. Accommodations are only available to students with an IEP or 504 plan, and 
all needed accommodations are documented annually in the IEP prior to testing. Likewise, a 504 plan 
team should document its decision to provide an accommodation in the 504 plan.



Accommodation Codes

Accommodation codes are used to inform MDE which accommodations were used at 
the time of  testing.

• Accommodations are not indicated for MTAS.

• For MCA, accommodation codes are indicated, removed, or changed in Pretest 
Editing in Test WES throughout the testing windows. After testing, districts are able 
to indicate or correct accommodation codes in Posttest Editing in Test WES.

• For ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS, accommodation codes are indicated in the 
WIDA Assessment Management System (WIDA AMS) during the testing window. 
After testing, districts are able to indicate, remove, or change accommodation codes 
in Posttest Editing in Test WES.



ACCESS-ELL  Accessibility
• Options

• Universal Design

• Administrative Considerations – Available to all

• Universal Tools – Available to all

• Accommodations – 504 or IEP only

• Initial ELL accommodation material orders placed 
on 12/11/19

• Communicate any new/additional 
accommodations for your SPED kids to your EL 
Coordinators ASAP 

• Universal Design -- ACCESS for ELLs 
incorporates Universal Design principles in order 
to provide greater accessibility for all ELLs. 



ACCESS-ELL
Administrative 
Considerations

Open to All ELLs

• Adaptive and Specialized Equipment or Furniture
• Alternative Microphone
• Familiar Test Administrator
• Frequent or Additional Supervised Breaks
• Individual or Small Group Setting
• Monitor placement of  responses onscreen
• Participate in Paper Format
• Read Aloud to Self
• Specific Seating
• Verbal praise or tangible reinforcement for on task or 

appropriate behavior
• Verbally redirect student’s attention to test (English 

or Native Language)



ACCESS-ELL
Universal Tools

Open to All ELLs

• Audio aids

• Color Contrast

• Color overlay

• Highlighter (online) and colored pencils or 
crayons (paper)

• Keyboard Navigation

• Line guide or tracking tool

• Low-vision aids or magnification devices

• Sticky notes/scratch paper



ACCESS-ELL  
Accommodation

Selections

Please see 2019-20 Accessibility 
and Accommodations Supplement at 
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/de
fault/files/resource/ACCESS-
Accessibility-Accommodations-
Supplement.pdf

for specific details on:
• Universal Design
• Administrative 

Considerations
• Universal Tools
• Accommodations

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/ACCESS-Accessibility-Accommodations-Supplement.pdf


See Chapter 5 of  Procedures Manual for the Minnesota 
Assessments 2019-20 for more info and full descriptions of  
accommodations on pp. 93-106
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-
procedures/

MCA Summary of  
Accommodations

Part 1
• Communicate accommodations for your SPED 

kids with your MCA & ELL Building Coordinator
• Initial MCA Accommodated and MTAS orders 

needed by 1/10/20
• Materials like Booklets, scripts, recordings
• Text-to-speech, Assistive Technologies can be 

set up before the testing window opens on 
1/27/20.

• Upcoming meetings/trainings with ELL & MCA 
Building Coordinators

http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/




Linguistic Supports for MCA (part 1 of  2)

English learners may be provided any of  the following appropriate linguistic supports 
without an IEP or 504 plan:



Linguistic 
Supports for 
MCA (part 2 of  2)

English learners may be provided 
any of  the following appropriate 
linguistic supports without an IEP 
or 504 plan:

See Guidelines for Administration 
of  Accommodations and 
Linguistic Supports – Coming 
Fall/Winter 2019 at 
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessne
xt.com/policies-and-procedures/

http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/


ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS
MCA/MTAS 

Training Requirements



MCA/MTAS Required Training -
Training Management System (TMS)

All training to be completed on 
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/

https://mn.tms.pearson.com/


MCA Test Monitor Training

For MCA 
administrations, all 
three modules in the 
MCA Test Monitor 
course  must be 
completed in TMS 
annually



MTAS Test Monitor Training

MTAS Test 
Administrators must 
complete the applicable 
MTAS Training for Test 
Administrators course in 
the TMS based on their 
years of  experience 
administering the 
MTASally



Ensure you click “Complete” in each module to 
finish training



ACCESS for ELL 
Training Requirements
Website Links: 

• Trainings Required on WIDA Secure 
Portal: 
https://portal.wida.us/client/index.as
px?from=

• Trainings Required on TMS (Training 
Management System):  
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/

https://portal.wida.us/client/index.aspx?from=
https://mn.tms.pearson.com/


1. WIDA Secure Portal



WIDA Secure Portal Online Training 
Requirements for Grade 1-12 Students



2. Training Management System (TMS)
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